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�Cheers & Bubbles

Champagne & Sparkling Wines

Mumm de Cramant Grand Cru 
Chardonnay Brut Reims, France
Luxurious 

Mumm de Cramant is 100% chardonnay from 
the Grand Cru vineyards of Cramant. Chardonnay 
from here is legendary for its icy brilliance, deep 
minerality, an almost saline intensity wrapped in a 
cool, focused expression. Made since 1882, Mumm 
de Cramant was reserved solely until 1960 for 
family friends and directors of the company, 
and has its distinctive turned down right hand 
corner of the label indicating a personally 
delivered card. Aged for two years on its 
lees, the wine has only 4.5 atmospheres of 
pressure, unlike the usual 6, creating a softer, 
creamier mousse on the palate showcasing 
the wine’s exquisite delicacy.

Perrier-Jouët Grand Brut 
Epernay, France
Premium 

Grapes from 30 to 40 vineyards in Champagne’s three main districts 
contribute to this wine: Côtes de Blancs for Chardonnay, Montagne de 
Reims for Pinot Noir and the Vallée de la Marne for Pinot Meunier. 
With 40% Pinot Noir and 40% Pinot Meunier one would expect 
this to be a broadly ample champagne but it isn’t. The Pinots add 
creaminess, but the wine emphasizes freshness and raciness because 
of the intensity of Chardonnay from grand cru vineyards in Cramant. 
The result of this blending is a fresh but complex wine with intriguing 
counterpoints on the palate of red fruit from Pinots combined in 
counterpoint with Chardonnay’s intense apple so together the flavors 
shimmer on the palate.

Taittinger Prelude Brut Reims, France
Premium 

Taittinger’s new cuvée is from 100 per cent rated grand cru 
vineyards, Champagne’s finest. There are only 17 villages whose 
vineyards are rated as grand crus. Half the blend is Chardonnay from 
Avize and Le Mesnile-sur-Oger on the Côte De Blancs and the other 
half is Pinot Noir from Bouzy and Ambonnay on the southeastern flank 
of the Montagne de Reims .The result is a suave, silken sparkler with 
an elegance and finesse that is understated and subtle. The wine shows 
a persistence and depth and discrete development on the palate and 
finish that repays attention for its spicy red-fruited character.

Bollinger Special Cuvée Aÿ, France
Premium

Bollinger’s fame for magnificent depth, complex flavor and bouquet 
rests on Pinot Noirs from grands crus Aÿ, Bouzy and Verzenay, 
accounting for 60% of the blend. There is a little Pinot Meunier and 
the balance is Chardonnay from Cramant and Cuis. Only juice from 

the first pressing, known as the cuvée, is used, the second and third 
pressings being sold off. After fermentation in stainless steel and small 
oak casks, the wines are blended with 5 to 10% reserve wines kept for 
five to ten years in magnums. Aged for a minimum of three years before 
disgorging, Special Cuvée emerges full-bodied but taut and firm, with 
an almost salty biscuit note to this deeply resonant Champagne.

Charles-Heidsieck Brut Reserve Mis En Cave 
Reims, France
Premium

Mis en cave means ‘cellared,’ telling the consumer when the wine 
was bottled and ‘Put Into the Cellar’ for its second fermentation and 
aging. This Champagne was disgorged in 2004, so had four years on 
the lees, far above the minimum year and a half. With its classic blend 
of Pinot Noir, Pinot Meunier and Chardonnay, this is a beautifully 
complex, sophisticated Champagne for the connoisseur. The bouquet 
is fresh and vivid with complex aromas of ginger, white flowers, wheat 
thins, minerals. These notes are very dry and bracing on the palate, with 
intense, almost salty mineral tones. 

Henriot Souverain Brut Reims, France
Premium

Founded in 1808 by Appoline Henriot, one of the many dynamic 
women who shaped the history of Champagne, Henriot is one of 
the few remaining family-controlled firms. Its vineyards provide 
Chardonnay from Avise, Mesnil, Cramant, Oger; and Pinot Noir 
from Verzenay, Mailly, Avenay, Verzy. The Brut Soverain is 40% 
Chardonnay, 40% to 50% Pinot Noir with a small balance of Pinot 
Meunier. In addition, up to 30% of older reserve wines are used in the 
blend. Medium-bodied, with a yeasty brioche touch, the wine shows 
particularly strong red-berry aromas from Pinot Noir. 
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�Cheers & Bubbles

Champagne & Sparkling Wines

Piper-Heidsieck Brut 
Reims, France
Premium 

This Brut is especially 
interesting as it’s virtually a 
Blancs de Noirs, or a white wine 
made from the classic blue-
black grapes of the region: 
Pinot Noir and Meunier. In 
order to add complexity and 
nuance to the flavors and 
aromas, reserve wines from 
earlier vintages are added to 
the blend composed of over 
50 cuvées from different 
regions and vineyards. Bright 
pale yellow in color from 
Pinot Noir and Meunier, this 

is full, plush, and ample in weight suggesting 
honeyed apples on the nose, but remaining 
dry and crisp on the palate all the way through 
to the long finish. Minerals and spice mingle 
in the finish along with a citrus-pith note 
giving a fresh savory accent.

Domaine Carneros 2004 
Napa, California
Premium

This is the American outpost 
of the famous French champagne 
firm, Taittinger, one of the first 
of the classic champagne houses 
to locate in Napa Valley’s 
Carneros back in 1981. The 
cool, foggy and windy climate 
in Carneros make it an ideal 
place to grow early-picked, 
early-ripening Pinot Noir 
and Chardonnay used 
for this bottle-fermented 
sparkler. Made from a blend 
of 65% Pinot Noir, 32% 
Chardonnay, and 3% Pinot 

Blanc, this bottling has three years of aging 
on its lees, which accounts for the tiny 
bubbles or bead as well as the nuances in 
flavor and aroma.

The overall impression is refined and 
delicate, with citrus and white flower accents 
to the appley, lightly-toasted brioche flavor 
and long, sustained, fresh finish.

J Cuvée 20 Brut NV 
Russian River Valley, 
California
Premium 

Cuvée 20 celebrates J’s 
20 years growing premium 
sparkling wines. With just 
over 275 acres of vineyard in 

the Russian River Valley, 
J’s Cuvée 20 is made 
with Pinot Meunier, 
Chardonnay and Pinot 
Noir.  Great delicacy, 
nuance, and finesse are 
achieved by delicate 
handling of grapes from 
harvest through pressing, 
allowing only the finest 

juice to be made into still wines that form 
the cuvée. The bottles age for five years after 
their second fermentation, and a further six 
months after their disgorgment. The result is 
a wine of racy freshness with extra depth and 
spread of flavor.

Schramsberg Blanc de 
Blancs 2005 North Coast, 
California
Premium

Schramsberg wines have 
become increasingly complex 
and stylish, raising the wines to 
new heights of stylish finesse. 
The 2005 Blanc de Blancs 
is the latest in a long line 
of Chardonnay sparklers 
stretching back to the 1965 
Blanc de Blancs, which 
was this country’s first all 
chardonnay sparkling wine. 
The 2005 has small portions 
that are barrel-fermented 

and undergo malo-lactic fermentation and 
then added into the main cuvée of stainless- 
steel fermented wine. The increased use of 
vineyard sources from Napa, Mendocino, 
Sonoma and Marin also adds to the layers of 
flavor. Fresh, crisp, delicate on the palate with 
subtle brioche tones from its two years on 
the lees, this is a lovely opening aperitif to an 
important holiday meal.

Poema Cava Brut 
Penédes, Spain
Moderate 

Cava is the Spanish term for 
the bottle-fermented sparkling 
wine grown in the region of 
Penédes on the outskirts 
of Barcelona (where cava 
is consumed with great 
gusto).  Made from the three 
classical Spanish varieties 
– Macabeo, Parellada, and 
Xare-lo – Poema is dry 
and crisp, with lingering 
minerality and freshness. 
Citrus notes of lemon 

orange and grapefruit accented 
by a touch with apple are the dominant 

characters in this pale sparkler with its tiny 
bead. Unusual for most cava, this sparkler 
is aged on its lees for 18 months, double the 
legal minimum of 9 months. This gives the 
wine considerably more of the bready, yeasty 
tone found in much more expensive sparklers.

Korbel Natural 2005 
Sonoma, California
Moderate

Natural is the term used to 
indicate that this is the driest 
sparkling wine made by 

Korbel, America’s oldest 
sparkling wine house. The 
wine is crisp, delicately dry, 
with a fine persistence of 
flavor. Fruit for this top 
of the line Korbel comes 
from vineyards scattered 
throughout the Russian 
River Valley and Sonoma 
County.

This cuvée is composed 
of 70% Pinot Noir and 

30% Chardonnay drawn from almost 2000 
acres of vineyards throughout Sonoma. 
The beading bubbles are small, the mousse 
creamy, both of which complement the 
citrusy, tangy, fresh flavors of apple and 
mineral, with accents of brioche. Very pale in 
color, this is a sparkler to serve with smoked 
salmon canapés or smoked trout. 
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Ferrari-Carano Chardonnay 2006 
Alexander Valley
Premium

Esteemed Sonoma Valley wine grower Ferrari-
Carano  has with its 2006 Chardonnay combined 
over 60 different cuvées, blending fruit from several 
vineyards throughout the Alexander Valley. The 2006 
is a bright medium yellow expressing the spicy, apple 
honey flavors of  fruit grown in this cool, foggy coastal 

area. With a bit of air, all the cellar techniques of lees aging, malo-lactic 
fermentation for 50% of the wine, and barrel fermentation (all French 
oak, 35% new) serve to frame this fruit which is at the core in the 
wine. Supple, full and plush in texture, this wine combines additional 
touches of nut and meal, honeycomb and lemon. Match with a rich 
seafood dish or a creamy mushroom and chicken casserole.

Joseph Phelps Vineyards Cabernet 
Sauvignon 2005 Napa Valley
Luxurious 

A pioneer of modern Napa with its first release of 
1972 Cabernet Sauvignon, Joseph Phelps continues  
at the forefront of committed wine-growing with 
its organic and biodynamically tended vineyards. 
And Phelps just celebrated completing its Freestone 
winery, its new project for Pinot Noir and Chardonnay 

on the Sonoma coast. But Phelps made its name for Napa Cabernet, 
and the 2005 continues this long tradition. 2005 is an exciting vintage 
for Napa, a long, cool growing season producing wines of uncommon 
brightness, freshness, depth and power allied to polished elegance. 
The wine is glossy textured, with rippling currents of deep, ripe black 
currant enlivened with notes of tea-leaf, chocolate, and cedar. Enjoy 
now for its cool, beautiful fruit, or over the next decade as it gains in 
nuance and complexity.

Simi Chardonnay Russian River Valley 
2005
Premium

This is classically styled, barrel-fermented, full-
bodied, creamy chardonnay for your holiday table’s 
best seafood. Though rich, the wine shows balance 
and layers of flavor nuances that are anything but 
one-dimensional. It is a medium-deep, yellow gold in 
color with palate flavors of golden apples and peach 

expressed in a creamy, full-bodied texture. Yet there’s no heaviness, 
just a lifted Meyer-lemon freshness throughout and onto the finish. 
There’s a lovely nuanced, complex flavor of cream and golden apples 
with a subtle hazelnut spiciness from barrel-fermentation, barrel aging, 
as well as lees stirring. But these cellar techniques are skillfully used 
to accent and underline the ripe, glowing flavor of fruit from one of 
California’s best growing areas for Chardonnay, the Russian River 
Valley with its cool, foggy mornings and warm afternoons.

Freemark Abbey Cabernet 
Sauvignon 2004 Napa Valley 
Premium 

Famous in the late 1960s and early 1970s 
as one of Napa’s benchmark wineries for 
Chardonnay and Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Freemark Abbey makes some of the most 
stylish, elegantly focused Cabernets in 
the valley today under wine maker Ted 

Edwards, who has been with the winery since 1985. Blended from 
sites throughout Rutherford, including the great Bosché and Sycamore 
vineyards, the 2004 vintage balances ripe black currant fruit with that 
Rutherford ‘dust’ note along with mineral, cedar, spice. The satin 
texture is supple and smooth, with ripe, velvety tannins on the finish. 
This complex, elegant, restrained wine shows classic Cabernet notes 
of tea-leaf, black currant, and cherry along with cedary accents from 
aging 22 months in small French oak barrels.

Franciscan Chardonnay 2006 
Napa Valley
Moderate

This is quite a value in a full scaled, 
opulent, barrel-fermented Chardonnay. 
Medium golden in color, Franciscan’s 
Chardonnay has an intense bouquet packed 
with spice, lees, baked apple, honey. Full-
bodied, this is rich in texture, carrying its 

ripe intense flavors into a long finish. Underneath the richness of cellar 
technique there is a deep fruit. Extra complexity and nuance is added 
by fermenting half the wine using wild, ambient yeasts which seems to 
add extra shades of flavor and bouquet as well as increasing the wine’s 
rounded texture. Eight months in French and American oak add a 
spicy lusciousness. Serve with your richest seafood such as lobster 
poached in butter.

Hess Collection 19 Block Cuvée 
2005 Mount Veeder, Napa Valley
Premium

This new bottling from Hess Collection is 
made up of grapes from all nineteen blocks 
of vineyards scattered on the Hess property, 
high atop Mount Veeder on the western side 
of the valley. These vineyards contribute 
Cabernet Sauvignon (a majority at 74%), 

accented by 10% Syrah, 9% Malbec, 5% Merlot, 1% Cabernet 
Franc and 1% Petit Verdot. The result is a full, rich wine, filled with 
Cabernet’s tea, cherry, and black currant richness accented with 
touches of game, earth, sweet herbs and spice from oak aging. On the 
palate the wine is lush in texture, round and smooth. The 2005 vintage 
is one of the coolest in years in Napa, producing wines of vibrancy and 
freshness allied to depth and complexity. Enjoy with grilled meats.

Holiday Treats For 

�Celebration
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Benziger Signaterra Sauvignon Blanc 
2007 Shone Farm Vineyard, Russian River 
Valley
Premium

Signaterra is Benziger’s new single vineyard project, 
combining organic grape growing in outstanding 
vineyards of top varieties with attentive, focused 
wine making. This 2007 Sauvignon Blanc is from a 
Russian River Valley vineyard, Shone Farm, of which 

a four-acre parcel, Block 3, is planted with Sauvignon Blanc. The cool 
climate of Russian River is beautifully expressed in this clear, crisp, 
cleanly defined Sauvignon. While richly flavored with passion fruit and 
kiwi, the low pH makes this wine very ‘linear’ is its focused, lean entry 
on the palate. Flavors develop, but the texture stays crisply focused. 
Whole-cluster pressing and free-run juice are major reasons for the 
purity and vibrancy in this wine.

Ramey Chardonnay 2006 Carneros District
Premium

This is a treat for lovers of barrel-fermented 
Chardonnay in the style of a great Premier Cru 
from the Côte d’Or like a Chassagne-Montrachet. It 
certainly gets the full cellar treatment of fermenting 
and aging in small French oak barrels, malo-lactic, lees 
aging, but these never become the sole flavors: its what 
they do to the obviously great raw material - superb 

grapes from Carneros. So by combining great fruit and a judicious 
hand with cellar technique, Dave Ramey has fashioned a chardonnay 
whose bouquet combines aromas of meal, almond, white flowers 
(jasmine and gardenia), lees with the subtle, bright lemon apple of 
Chardonnay. On the palate the quality of the fruit really shines with 
lemon-oil and apple juiciness being at the core of the flavor accents 
added by fine cellar work. The finish is especially juicy and long with 
the accent on fruit.

Saintsbury Pinot Noir 2006 Carneros
Premium

One of the pioneers of Carneros Pinot Noir, 
Saintsbury’s bottling is drawn from vineyards 
throughout Carneros, that fog cooled southern end 
of both Sonoma and Napa Valleys. Saintsbury’s first 
effort in 1981 (served by the Reagan White House 
to Queen Elizabeth II) showed the path to greater 
California Pinot Noir: cooler growing areas and more 

gentle handling in the winery. California hasn’t looked back since. The 
2006 is a particularly good vintage, showing bright raspberry and wild 
cherry fruit supported by a generous amount of exotic wood spice such 
as clove, cinnamon, clove, but the fruit does dominate. Clones used are 
both classic California and French: Pommard, Swan, and Dijon 115, 
667, and 777. The texture is medium-weight, supple and silken with a 
crisp underlying acidity that balances and focuses the sweet, lush fruit.

Twomey Cellars Merlot 2005 
Napa Valley
Luxurious 

Twomey Cellars is a single vineyard 
merlot from the Soda Ranch in southeastern 
Napa. This is the latest wine from the 
Duncan family, founders of legendary Silver 
Oak. Here close to the cooling breezes of 
San Pablo bay, merlot retains freshness and 

focus especially in a long, cool growing year like 2005. A very dark 
ruby-black in color, this is a wine that will develop over the next few 
years and needs a little time to resolve its medium-plus tannins. The 
bouquet opens with fine richness showing ripe red-black fruits and 
a gentle spiciness from oak aging for 16 months in French oak, 65% 
new. On the palate, the wine is full-bodied, supple, while tannins focus 
the wine’s flavors through a long finish showing lovely cherry notes.

Frog’s Leap Zinfandel 2006
Napa Valley
Premium

An outstanding Zinfandel, one of the 
best in terms of impeccable balance, depth, 
complexity, and sense of restraint, a word 
one doesn’t often hear in connection with 
Zinfandel. Made from organically grown 
grapes, this is a polished, elegant wine in 

its velvety, satiny texture, with medium, soft tannins on the finish 
along with hints of pepper and spice. Spicy, dark red plum fruit with 
notes of ash and mineral help to complete the flavor tonality of the 
wine. Grower and wine maker John Williams is a quiet but fervent 
proponent of dry-farmed, organically grown grapes in his field-blend 
of 87% Zinfandel, 10% Petite Syrah, and 3% Carignane picked not 
as raisins but at moderate ripeness, then aged 12 months in American 
oak. His stylistic goal is, in his own words, the great and rare California 
Zinfandels of the 1940s through the 1960s.

Fortis Pine Ridge 2004 
Napa Valley
Luxurious

Fortis (Latin for Bold) is Pine Ridge’s 
new top-end wine, an expression of the 
estate’s best, age-worthy blend of classical 
Bordeaux varieties. Pine Ridge has long been 
committed to explore Napa’s diverse terroirs 
from Howell Mountain to Stags Leap, 

Rutherfod and Oakville to Carneros. Winemaker Stacy Clark chose 
the best lots for Fortis. The inaugural vintage 2004 is made of 74% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Merlot, 9% Malbec, 7% Petit Verdot from 
Rutherford, Carneros, Oakville and Stags Leap. Fortis is appropriate 
for this richly ripe, lush, round wine with its intense flavors and aromas 
of black currant, plum, cherry accented by spice from oak aging.

�Celebration



Croft Vintage Port 2003
Luxurious 

Croft is one of the oldest Port 
houses, founded in the 1600s. 
Its vintage ports are noted for 

floral bouquets as well as an 
especially spicy and floral 
taste in a silky textured wine 
of medium weight. The wines 
tend to be earlier-maturing, 
with an especially fine nuance 
to the rich, intensely red fruit 
character of its flavor. 2003 is 
a great year for port, making 
wines that will be legends 
for the next 50 years. The 
majority of this wine comes 
from one of the most famous 

vineyards in the Douro, Quinta da Roeda, 
which was once owned by Taylor Fladgate. It 
passed through marriage to the Croft family 
in 1875, but is owned once more by Taylor 
Fladgate, which bought Croft in 2002.

Taylor Fladgate Vargellas 
Vintage Porto 2005
Premium 

Quinta ports, such as 
Taylor-Fladgate’s de Vargellas, 

are single vineyard ports 
declared by shippers in good 
but not exceptional years 
unlike vintage ports that 
are the produce of a truly 
exceptional growing season. 
Vargellas forms the backbone 
of Taylor’s declared ports, 
a vineyard whose wines 
are noted especially for its 
fragrance of violets as well 
as the glossy texture and 
depth of fruit with a strong 

backbone  structure or grip. Obviously very 
young, only bottled in 2007, this is a port 
that can develop for another 20 years, but 
such is the intensity and depth of fruit that it 
can be enjoyed even now.

Fonseca 20 Year Old 
Tawny
Luxurious 

A 20-year-old Tawny is rare, 
representing a tiny portion 

of total port production 
as almost half the wine 
evaporates before it is bottled. 
Fonseca’s a particularly 
graceful and elegant tawny. 
Almost creamy in texture, 
the wine shows a brilliant 
copper-bronze color leading 
to inviting aromas of honeyed 
almonds and spices. Notes 
of orange peel on the palate 
add freshness, balancing the 
wine’s full weight. Round and 

supple, the wine’s flavors are a complex mix 
of nuttiness, coffee, and subtle spice  to the 
dried apricot of the flavor. Perfect with semi-
hard cheeses such as Gouda or Emmenthal, 
but also great with chocolate.
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Connoisseur Ports & Sherries

�Fireside

Sandeman Royal Esmeralda 
Fine Dry Amontillado 
20-Year-Old VOS 
Jerez, Spain
Premium 

Connoisseur Amontillado 
is a sherry that started as a 
Fino: a bone-dry, almost salty, 

tangy white wine. But its 
distinctive covering of flor 
yeast protecting it from air 
will diminish after many 
years leaving the wine 
exposed to air. The wine 
darkens, deepens in flavor, 
acquiring a layer of nutty, 
mellow richness while always 
retaining that hint of saltiness 
it had as a fino. Bottled only 
after a minimum of 20 years.

Sandeman Royal Corregidor 
Rich Old Oloroso 20-Year-
Old VOS Jerez, Spain
Premium 

An Oloroso (which means 
‘Fragrant’), started life as a mellow, 
round, bone dry white wine. In starts 
aging in cask, slowly loosing volume 
while concentrating its already 
mellow and deep flavor. As a result,  
Olorosos are darker, more resonant 
in flavor than Amontillados, a 
baritone, not a tenor. Supple, smooth, 
these are wines of gently understated 
power, showing elements of toasted 
nut, hints of coffee, and the deep 
mellowness of maturity. A sip reveals 
a seemingly endless fan of flavors that 
echo all these aromatic and flavor 
elements in a marvelous way.

Sandeman Royal 
Ambrosante Old Solera 
Pedro Ximenez 20-Year-Old 
VOS Jerez, Spain
Premium 

Pedro Ximenez is the name of a 
grape variety grown in the Sherry 
district but mainly used for adding 
color and sweetness to blends made 
from Palomino. When aged on its 
own, and from an old solera, a PX 
can be as sweet as treacle. But Royal 
Ambrosante is only moderately 
sweet, achieving a balance after 
20 years where nuttiness and a 
buttery richness serve to balance the 
sweetness into another long statement 
of complexity and depth. Try with 
apples and pears, served fresh with 
cheese or baked.

Sandeman’s ‘Royal’ bottlings are some of the very finest pinnacles of what great Olorosos, Amontillados 
can be. The new  quality designation VOS and VORS stand for Vinum Optimum Signatum: Very Old 

Sherry and VORS: Very Old Rare Sherry, used for wines with a minimum of 30 years in cask. At this peak 
of connoisseur sherry, these are wines to sip at the beginning of a meal with smoked salmon, or with a fine 
consommé. They also show beautifully at the meal’s end with hard cheese, a Manchego or Parmesan.

Fine Old 
Sherry



Tignanello Antinori 
2005 Toscana, Italy
Luxurious 

With its stable mate, Sassicaia, 
Tignanello was the first of the 

Super-Tuscans – wines 
outside traditional Chianti 
regulations that sparked the 
revolution in Tuscany that 
has lead to many of Italy’s 
great new wines. The 2005 
is a blend of 85% 
Sangiovese, 10% Cabernet 
Sauvignon and 5% Cabernet 
Franc (which weren’t 
allowed under the Chianti 
regulations), creating a wine 
of depth, polished elegance, 
with subtle restraint: a great 

achievement in a difficult vintage. Sangiovese 
shows itself in this great bouquet with 
notes of walnut and tea leaf, the Cabernet 
Sauvignon in hints of cedar, all present in the 
beautiful, lengthy finish. Supple, firm, with 
a tensile sleekness, this is a wine that can be 
enjoyed now if decanted, but will continue to 
improve in the cellar for another five to eight 
or more years. Enjoy with a grilled veal chop 
sprinkled with rosemary.

Periquita Classico 
Special Reserve 2001 
Jose Maria da Fonseca 
Terras do Sado, Portugal
Premium 

This remains one of the 
world’s greatest values in 
complex, gamy, earthy 
red wine perfect for a cool 
autumn supper of long 
simmered beef. Periquita 
is the Portugese name of 
the French grape known as 
Castelao Frances grown in 
the Portugese peninsula. In 
the hands of the company 
Jose Maria da Fonseca, this 
is priced just over $10 a 
bottle for a wine that can 

remind one of an imaginary 
blend of old Burgundy and great Rhone. 

Medium dark ruby with a maturing rim, the 
nose offers alluring scents of tobacco, earth, 
mushrooms, and touches of ripe red fruit 
with wild herbs. On the palate, the wine 
is silky, of delicate, crisp weight (think old 
Bordeaux), with flavors that remind one of 
autumn: dry leaf, wet stone, and earth. Ready 
to enjoy now, Special Reserve will continue 
to improve for another three years.

Morellino di Scansano 
Fatoria Le Pupille 2005 
Tuscany, Italy
Premium

Tuscany’s southern coast is 
know as the Maremma, home 
to modern classics such as 
Sassicaia and Ornallaia. It is 
also where one of Tuscany’s 
newest appellations is found, 
Morellino di Scansano. 
Morellino, which means 
‘cherry,’ is made from 
Sangiovese, Tuscany’s 
greatest grape variety 
(along with small amounts 
of Alicante and Malvasia 
Nera). And Le Pupille is 
acknowledged as Morellino’s 

greatest estate, whose owner’s name appears 
on the label: Elisabetta Geppetti. The 2005 
(ready to enjoy now) is a mouthful of dark, 
ripe, wild cherry fruit with walnut, rosemary, 
mineral accents. Fleshy and round, this is 
an ideal wine to have with grilled sirloin 
steak (the famous Tuscany Bistecca alla 
Fiorentina) or a dish of broad noodles and 
slices of sautéed sausage. It should be noted 
that the consulting enologist is Christian le 
Sommer, who also consults at Château Lafite 
and Château Latour in Pauillac.

Marqués de Riscal Gran Reserva 
1998 Rioja, Spain
Premium 

Rioja Gran Reservas are some of the 
greatest red wines in the world. Made three 
or four times a decade on average, these are 
wines aged in cask for two years and then 
three years in bottle before release and can 
develop for another ten to twenty years. 

1998 is a great vintage, the best 
after the extraordinary trio of 
1994, 1995, 1996, and at 10 years 
provides complex and nuanced 
pleasures simply not found 

in most other red wines. 
Dark, glowing mahogany in 
color with a tawny rim, the 
bouquet is a classic example 
of Rioja’s bouquet of straw-
berries, tobacco, cedar, ash, 
and earth. 

On the palate the flavors 
echo the bouquet in a 
texture that is satin and 
velvet, smooth, rich and 
supple with a long, echoing 
finish that still hints at 
tannins suggesting this is a 

wine that will age for another five years.

Torres Grans Muralles 
1999 Conca de Barbera, 
Spain
Luxurious 

An extraordinary revival 
and expression of ancient 
Catalan varieties, Grans 
Murailles is a single vineyard 
(described by the Torres 
family as its finest) planted 
on licorella — a brown, 
crumbly slate. The grapes are 
traditional to northeastern  
Spain, west of Barcelona: 
Monastrell (also known 
as Mourvèdre), Garnacha 
Tinta, the indigenous Garro 
and Samso, and 10% Syrah. 
Grans Murailles is named 

after the fourteenth-century wall that borders 
the vineyard.

The wine shows a complex bouquet that 
mingles wet-stone minerality, ripe red fruit, 
with accents of dry thyme and smoke. On the 
palate, the wine is full and plush in texture 
while being sleek at the same time with ripe, 
velvety tannins on the long finish.

Overall the effect is warm, ripe and savory, 
a classic expression of Mediterranean wine 
from a great vineyard.
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Cakewalk Red Wine 2006 
Oregon
Moderate 

Made by A to Z Wine Works, 
Oregon’s largest wine producer, 

this is a blend of Bordeaux and 
Rhone varieties plus a dash of 
Italian Sangiovese, all grown 
in warmer southern Oregon: 
48% Merlot, 20% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 9% Cabernet 
Franc, 12% Syrah, 4% 
Grenache and 7% Sangiovese. 
The blend results in a full, 
supple textured, spicy red that 
combines the pepperiness of a 
Rhone wine with the cool red 
fruit and tea leaf of Bordeaux 
along with a dash of freshness  

offered by Italy’s Sangiovese. Finished - as are 
all A to Z wines - with a screw cap to insure 
a taint-free glass of wine, I think it’s best to 
decant this wine to allow all its component 
parts to open fully. Try with a beef casserole or 
a grilled flank steak served with a chimchurri.

Yangarra Estate Vineyard 
Shiraz 2006 McLaren Vale, 
Australia
Moderate 

Yangarra means “of the land”, 
appropriate for this wine whose 
vines were originally planted in 

1946 on a section of 60 million 
year-old sand, the remnants of 
a mountain range. This pure 
Shiraz shows McLaren Vale’s 
silken texture behind which 
are moderate tannins. Fruit 
aromas and flavors are of ripe 
plums and bright cherries 
with touches of licorice 
along with dry spice such as 
nutmeg and clove from oak 

aging: 85% French oak (30% new) and 15% 
American (5% new). In addition to spice, 
there is the variety’s white pepper, present as 
an accent from beginning to the end of the 
long finish. Lush but not heavy in texture, 
this Shiraz would accompany any game from 
feathered to furred, duck and dove to venison.

Bonterra Vineyards 
Sauvignon Blanc 2007 
Lake County & Mendocino
Value 

From organically grown 
grapes, this bracingly fresh 
wine is made by Bonterra, 
with the largest organic 
vineyards in the US. The 
2007 is fermented in stainless 
steel to capture all the facets 
of fruit grown in Lake and 
Mendocino Counties. The 
bouquet calls to mind all 
the freshest green fruits and 
herbs of spring with the tangy 
lift of lime zest. 

Touches of grapefruit 
mingle with notes of mint, 

anise, fennel and tarragon in a medium-weight 
wine of focused purity and graceful length. 
The wine carries the CCOF seal: California 
Certified Organic Farmers

Mönchhof Estate Riesling 
QBA 2007 Mosel, Germany
Moderate 

Rich for a QBA, think of this 
2007 Mosel as a Spätlese: rich, 
ample in aroma, texture, flavor. 
2007 is unique for Germany, 
with the longest growing season 
recorded: usually 100 to 120 
days pass between flowering 
and harvest, but in 2007 there 
were 130 to 150 days. A hot 
April caused vines to burst 
into leaf, then flower in May, 
a month earlier than average. 
But summer stayed relatively 
cool, with normal rain and 
cloud. Then late September 
and October were sunny, cool, 

dry. This is a vintage to relish QBAs, Kabinett, 
and Spätlese, those unique, airy, weightless 
wines with flavors carried seemingly by lasers. 
The Mönchhof estate is a leading producer 
in the village of Ürzig, whose wines from the 
great Würzgarten (Spice Garden), whose red 
volcanic and slate soils give a unique tropical 
spiciness and fruit to its wines.

Drylands Dry Riesling 
2007 Marlborough, New 
Zealand
Moderate 

Harmoniously elegant and racy, 
the 2007 Drylands Dry Riesling 
is beginning to show those 
secondary nuances and shades 
of flavor that Riesling lovers 
look for. There are touches of 
citrus, sherbet, and apple in 
bouquet and flavor which is 
bracingly sleek yet supple in its 
savory, dry character. Notes of 
orchard fruit such as nectarine 
or peach give a rounded note 
to the bright tangy citrus. 
Most wine lovers only know 
Marlborough as the source of 
world-class tangy Sauvignon 

Blanc, but this wine will make people take 
notice that Marlborough can also grow world-
class dry Riesling. 

Hogue Genesis Cabernet 
Sauvignon 2005 Washington
Moderate 

This qualifies as one of the 
values of the year for a fine 

Cabernet Sauvignon just 
accessible now with some 
decanting but really needing 
two to three more years in 
the cellar. Hogue’s Genesis is 
named in honor of the Hogue 
family’s first vineyard in 1974 
in Columbia Valley. The 2005 
vintage is an elegant wine of 
supple, polished texture, with 
medium tannins showing 
Washington’s signature 
freshness and liveliness on the 
palate. The bouquet and flavor 

display complex combinations of ripe, savory 
black currant accented by tea leaf and cedar. 
Even though the wine was aged for 21 months 
in American oak barrels, 35% of which were 
new, the wine shows a skillful hand with oak 
as it is seamlessly incorporated into the wine. 
Wine Geek Note: there is also 11% Syrah, 
5% Merlot and 7% Lemberger in the wine. 


